Conway Township Planning Commission

2009 Annual Summary


January 12, 2009:

1. Election of Officers –Dennis Bowdoin, Chairperson;  John Harless, Vice-Chair; Denny Sommer, Secretary.

2. Planning Commission set the meeting times for 2009 as the second Monday of each month and the third Tuesday of each month.

3. Discussion was held on extending the terms of George Pushies and Ty Cole until final approval by the Township Board of Trustees.

February 9, 2009:

1. Planning Commission reviewed the Conway Township Zoning Ordinance Amendments that were proposed by Cooper & Reisterer Attorneys.  Motion recommending that the Board review the identified areas and make the necessary changes – motion passed

2. Dennis Bowdoin asked the Planning Commission members to seek information from other townships on what provisions they have in their Zoning Ordinance for wind turbines, home occupations, outdoor gatherings, conventions and meat processing.

March 9, 2009:

1. After Planning Commission held discussion on changes to the Zoning Ordinance, Londa Horton made a motion recommending the Township Board accept the revisions to the Zoning Ordinance in order to hold a Public Hearing at the Planning Commission’s next meeting on April 13, 2009, George Pushies, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  (Cindy Dickerson excused herself from the vote).

2. George Pushies made a motion for John Harless becoming the Deputy Secretary for the Planning Commission at the Township Board Meetings, Scott Buell, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.

3. Planning commission went over the Conway Township Planning Commission Bylaws and the Code of Conduct and Oath of Office were signed by the new members:  Scott Buell, Londa Horton and Cindy Dickerson.

April 13, 2009:

1. Final changes to the Zoning Ordinance.  All proposed revisions have been published; the Planning Commission held a Public hearing with one resident stating a concern on the word “rural.” The next step it will go to the County for its review.  The County has 30 days to review and then it will come back to the Township Board.  The Planning Commission Secretary will need to send a proposal letter to the surrounding Townships.  John Harless made a motion to accept the Final Zoning Ordinance revisions as proposed to the Township Board.  George Pushies, 2nd.  Six members in favor.  Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed.

May 11, 2009:

1. Noise, dust, excavation for Horn Road track.  After much discussion, with none of the concerned parties in attendance, John Harless made a motion that based upon the information contained in the Zoning Ordinance, the Planning Commission found no violation of the Zoning Ordinance other than the accused party failed to first request approval from the Zoning Administrator [(Section 6-10(B)].  Dennis Sommer 2nd.  Four in favor, one opposed, and Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed.

2. Low Impact Development (LID) seminar report.  Dennis Bowdoin reported on the many positive points that were provided at the April 30 seminar.  Dennis Sommer recommended that the first step of implanting such a program would be to review our Master Plan, as well as possibly implementing a pilot program at the township hall.  John Harless made a motion to consider LID in the upcoming review of our Master Plan, along with green intra-structure projects.  Londa Horton 2nd.  Five in favor, one opposed.  Motion carried.

June 8, 2009:

1. Livingston County reviewed the proposed changes to the Conway Township Zoning Ordinance.  The Township received a favorable review and was complimented on their forward thinking.  They liked the fact residents were brought in for their input BEFORE the process of updating zoning started.

July 13, 2009:

1. Public Hearing – Special Use Permit for Mr. Lenny Wise.  At 7:36 p.m., Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin opened the Public Hearing for a special use permit for Mr. Lenny Wise to do business as Good Old Lenny’s Gun Shop, LLC (formerly known as Good Old Lenny’s Gun Shop) on Killinger Road.  John Harless excused himself from participating, since he is a neighbor of Mr. Wise.  Much discussion followed.  At 7:53 p.m., Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin closed the Public Hearing.

2. George Pushies made a motion to recommend that the Board of Trustees grant the Special Use Permit for Good Old Lenny’s Gun Shop, LLC, with a recommendation that the $150 special use permit fee be waived.  Londa Horton 2nd.  Both Cindy Dickerson and John Harless excused themselves from voting.  The five remaining members voted in favor.  Motion passed.

3. Ottawa County Wind Turbine Ordinance – discussion held.  Dennis Bowdoin asked the Commission members to review the Ottawa County ordinance to see how it would best work for the needs of Conway Township.

August 10, 2009:

1. Ottawa County Wind Turbine Ordinance.  Much discussion was held on possibly using Ottawa County’s Wind Turbine Ordinance as a guide for our township, but also include the recommendation from the article in the Michigan Township News to require the use of special use permits.  Dennis Bowdoin also mentioned the need to abide by airport zoning regulations.

2. Denny Sommer-Citizen’s Planner Seminar.  Dennis Sommer reported on attending the Michigan Citizen Planner 2009 Advanced Academy on renewable energy, including the use of wind turbines, solar and wood burning sources, which was held recently at Michigan State University.

3. Assignment of Township Sections.  Discussion was held and it was determined that the Planning Commission members would be responsible for observing specific areas of the Township for possible ordinance violations and foreclosed homes.

September 14, 2009:

1. Commissioners’ Section Reports were added to the agenda.

2. Commissioners were asked to look at non conforming and special uses in their section and add or confirm them to the old list, which was handed out

3. Wind and Turbine Ordinance:  Discussed proposed new ordinance.  Dennis Bowdoin will make corrections for next month’s meeting.

October 12, 2009:

1. Commissioners’ Section Reports were provided.

2. Wind Turbine Ordinance has been forwarded to the Conway Township Board of Trustees for approval and then will be sent to the township attorney for review.

3. Conway Township Board of Trustees requests that Board of Commissioners beef up the Township Ordinance for noise complaints.  Suggested that the complainant may have to pay up front to have a professional come in to measure the noise levels; and, if the complainant prevails, they would receive their money back. 

November 9, 2009:

1. Public Hearing Special Use Permit – Mr. Lawrence Wise.  Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin opened the Public Hearing at 7:32 p.m.  Discussion was held on Mr. Wise’s request to do mechanical repair at his residence.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:47 p.m.

2. Special Use Permit requested by Mr. Lawrence Wise.  Much discussion was held on Mr. Wise’s intended usage.  George Pushies moved to recommend to the Board to approve Mr. Wise’s request, with an additional recommendation that he provide a Site Plan and have an annual review.  John Harless 2nd.  Six in favor.  Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed.

3. Commissioners’ Section Reports were provided.

4. Update from the Board -- Section Report.  The Board discussed their concern on each of the Planning Commissioners looking differently at their sections.  In addition, they requested that the Commissioners keep an eye on nonconforming structures, make sure to report any changes and suspected vandalism, etc., but not to trespass on property.

December 14, 2009:

1. Commissioners’ Section Reports were provided.

2. John Harless-Workshop Report.  John attended a 3½ hour class on alternative energy for home use.  He shared information about small home wind turbines and solar and outside wood burning units.  Also DTE Energy has available websites on solar energy.

3. John also reported on attending a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) meeting on 11/4.  The ZBA approved a variance for a pole barn for Matthew Raymond.

4. Wind Turbine Ordinance.  Cindy Dickerson reported that the Board requested that the Planning Commissioners further discuss set back distance for wind turbines.  The Planning Commissioners will review further.

Respectfully submitted:  Dennis Sommer 
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